
Following in the Stitches of  
Marietta Stebbins: The White 
Dove Sampler Embroidery Kit 

 
A One-day Workshop 

Saturday, September 25, 2010  

INTRODUCTION:  
�$�P�R�Q�J���+�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���'�H�H�U�I�L�H�O�G�¶�V���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���K�R�O�G�L�Q�J�V���R�I��
schoolgirl art from the Connecticut River Valley, one of 
the most recognizable categories includes its collection of 
�³�:�K�L�W�H���'�R�Y�H�´���Q�H�H�G�O�H�Z�R�U�N���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���O�D�W�H������th and early 
19th centuries.  Attributed to the Deerfield area, examples 
in this style are characterized by the inclusion of one or a 
pair of black-outlined, cross-stitched white birds as well 
as baskets of flowers and stylized pine trees, with occa-
sional motifs of dogs and smaller perched birds.  Several 
�V�D�P�S�O�H�U�V���D�O�V�R���I�H�D�W�X�U�H���D���F�D�U�W�R�X�F�K�H���E�H�D�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���P�D�N�H�U�¶�V��
name and the year.  All these similarities suggest that the 
samplers were worked under the tutelage of one or a 
handful of schoolmistresses between about 1791 and 
1831.   
 
�2�Q�H���H�[�F�H�O�O�H�Q�W���H�[�D�P�S�O�H���R�I���H�P�E�U�R�L�G�H�U�\���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���³�:�K�L�W�H��
�'�R�Y�H�´���V�F�K�R�R�O���L�V���V�H�H�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���P�X�V�H�X�P�¶�V���0�D�U�L�H�W�W�D���6�W�H�E�E�L�Q�V��
sampler, worked in 1801.  Samplers like this one were an 
�L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���S�D�U�W���R�I���0�D�U�L�H�W�W�D�¶�V���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�������7�K�H���V�W�L�W�F�K�H�V���H�P��
ployed in making the letters, numbers, and motifs were 
probably applied later in her roles as wife and mother to 
mark household linens as well as to mend clothing.  In 
addition to the practical application, needlework served 
as a testament to the education and financial resources of 
�W�K�H���6�W�H�E�E�L�Q�V�¶���I�D�P�L�O�\���� 

PROGRAM:  
Join needlework experts and Historic Deerfield staff for a day 
�R�I���H�[�S�O�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���P�X�V�H�X�P�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�O�H�Z�R�U�N���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H��
launch of the Marietta Stebbins sampler kit.  Joanne Harvey 
�Z�L�O�O���J�X�L�G�H���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�Q�W�V���L�Q���X�V�L�Q�J���K�H�U���N�L�W���W�R���U�H�F�U�H�D�W�H���6�W�H�E�E�L�Q�V�¶��
sampler.  Stephen and Carol Huber will explore the motifs, 
stitches and inspirations for other embroideries in the mu-
�V�H�X�P�¶�V���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�������,�Q���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�����S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�Q�W�V���Z�L�O�O���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H���D��
guided tour of needlework on display in the Helen Geier Flynt 
Textile Gallery.  The program includes refreshments, two 
workshops, the Marietta Stebbins Sampler Kit, guided tour, and 
lunch at the Deerfield Inn.    
 
SCHEDULE:  
Saturday, September 25th  
9 a.m.�² Registration and Coffee.  Flynt Center Lobby 

9:30 a.m.�² Welcome by Philip Zea, President, Historic  
Deerfield.  Bartels Seminar Room 

9:35 a.m.�² �:�R�U�N�V�K�R�S�����³�7�K�H���0�D�U�L�H�W�W�D���6�W�H�E�E�L�Q�V���6�D�P�S�O�H�U���.�L�W�´��
led by Joanne Harvey. Bartels Seminar Room 

12 p.m.�² Lunch.  Deerfield Inn  

2�±4 p.m. 
�x�� �:�R�U�N�V�K�R�S�����³�+�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���'�H�H�U�I�L�H�O�G�¶�V���&�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�F�X�W���5�L�Y�H�U��

�9�D�O�O�H�\���1�H�H�G�O�H�Z�R�U�N���´���O�H�G���E�\���6�W�H�S�K�H�Q���D�Q�G���&�D�U�R�O���+�X�E�H�U������
Bartels Seminar Room. 

�x�� Tour of needlework on display, led by an Historic 
Deerfield Master Guide. Helen Geier Flynt Textile 
Gallery 

4:00 p.m.�² Reception.  Flynt Center Lobby 
 
SPEAKERS: 
Ms. Harvey is owner of The Examplarery: Historic Needlework 
Reproductions, and a noted needlework specialist.  She has 
taught needlework for 30 years, and created numerous sampler 
kits for many leading museums. 
 
Stephen and Carol Huber are experts and dealers in New Eng-
land schoolgirl art and embroideries from the 18th and 19th cen-
turies.  They are currently collaborating with the Florence Gris-
wold Museum on the exhibition With Needle and Brush: 
Schoolgirl Embroidery from the Connecticut River Valley. 


