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Purchased with funds provided by Margaret E.C. Howland, Ann Lord, Deborah Dearborn,
and the Estate of David Proper

Biographical Note:

Epaphras Hoyt (1765-1850) was born in the old Indian House in Deerfield, the son of
David and Silence King Hoyt. Throughout his life, Epaphras showed a keen interest in military
history and affairs. He achieved various ranks in the Massachusetts militia and published two
works on military science. He also showed great interest in politics and served at least one term
in the General Assembly and in numerous town and county offices. He worked as a surveyor for
the state government, surveying the borders of the state. He also worked locally to survey
potential canals and roads in the Valley. He encouraged his son and nephews to become civil
engineers. Epaphras was also a student of natural sciences, often remarking on local flora and
fauna, and recording astronomical observations and weather observances. He was an avid reader
throughout his life, reading everything from poetry to military and historical texts to book
reviews, travel literature and local newspapers.

Epaphras lived most of his life in Deerfield. He traveled extensively, often touring
battlefields at Saratoga and Lake George. He also spent some time in western New York State,
where he tried to establish a trading business. He also lived part of the time in Boston, while
serving as a General Assembly member. While based in Deerfield in his later years, he often
received correspondence from various family and friends from the Midwest, Florida, western
New York and Boston. This enabled Epaphras to stay current on all of his interests.

About the Collection:

In December 2015 and August 2016, Historic Deerfield acquired at auction, with the help
of several individuals, 15 journals written by Epaphras Hoyt. These 15 journals are added to the
existing journal of Hoyt’s already in the possession of Historic Deerfield to form this collection.
The existing journal was a library purchase in 2015. In January 2017 through a private purchase,
another partial journal was added to the collection. Together, these 17 journals contain Hoyt’s
everyday thoughts and experiences from 1820-1849.

The bulk of the collection is what Hoyt labels as “Sketch-books.” These are sequentially
numbered, and are day-to-day journal entries. Most days Hoyt begins with a weather report and
then continues on with special events of the day, a book review, a commentary on politics or
other issue, an essay on a scientific topic, a travelogue of a trip, or drafts of his various military
or historic writings. Present in the collection are journals from 1835-1840, and 1846-1849.

The remainder of the collection consists of one unnumbered journal kept between
January and March of 1832, while Hoyt was living in Boston and serving as a member of the
General Assembly; and 2 notebooks, labeled “C” and “D.” These notebooks contain research
notes on the French and Indian War and the American Revolution. It is likely they were used
when Hoyt was writing his Antiquarian Researches and his unpublished Saratoga campaign
manuscript.



In all but five of his “Sketch-books” Hoyt made a table of contents of the topics he writes
about. These have been transcribed below. Of the books without a table of contents, a brief
summary of topics covered is provided.

List of items:
Box 1:

“Sketch-book” No. 2—Sept. 1835-July 1836

Contents

B

1. Journey from Boston to Deerfield, Everett ovation 1
2. Appearance of Halley’s Comet 2
3. Philosophical Instruments 5
4. Death of Hatsell Purple 9
5. Weather at Boston ib
6. A curious engine, or Pneomatorism 10
7. Everett’s oration at Bloody Brook ib
8. Subscription for English Review 12
9. Adjournment of Genl. Court ib
10. Concerning printing Everett oration 13
11. Hulletts paper Memo ib
12. Return to Deerfield & survey observed 14
13. Weather at Deerfield 16
14. Death of E. Williams in Florida 17
15. Frederick’s Introduction ... 20
16. First snow in 1835 21
17. Ross voyage- Review of in London Qt Review ib
18. Remarks on the weather 29
19. Ross voyage Review of in English Review 30
20. Calhoun on masonry 34
21. Armstrong, War announced 37
22. Death of Dcct. Hoyt at Florida 38
23. And Remarks on Climate 39
24. The Weather 45
25. Arrival of my daughter from Florida 46
26. Request of Historical Society 48
--Shattuck’s History of Concord 49
27. Cary’s Library of Choice Literature 52
28. Meeting of Congress, Remarks on 54
29. A Cold Day—Improvements in buildings, &c 75
30. Poor Laborers, accommodation of 77
31. Dr. Channing on slavery 83

32. On Capital Punishment 86



33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44,
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.

Notice of Robert Rantoul

Jay on Slavery, Review of

Further notice of Channing on slavery
Slave Coffles by Mr. Jay

Fire at N. York (uncommon one)

Daniel Webster on masonry

The Cold weather & winter

Mortality of Deerfield immigrants
Deerfield River broken up

Arago on Comets- notice of contents
Death of Ephraim Williams Esqr.
American Magazine of useful knowledge
Periodical Depot at Boston

Congress proceedings

Genl. Harrison on Masonry

Mass. Legislature soon to assemble

Capt. Holmes orderly books

Arnold’s journal up Rhinebeck

Judge White on masonry

Pennsylvania Investigation of Masonry
Masonic Vengeance dealt out to Mr. Webster
Old Winters, notice of

Legislature meeting of, & proceedings
Correction for my Antiquarian Researches
Our affairs with France

Halley’s Comet visible to the eye
Celebration of New Orleans Victory
Message of Gov. Everett to the Legislature
Florida War

Rule for finding mean temperature

Useful Problems in Geodesic surveying
Method of determining the angle any line on Earth, made with meridian
Special Message of the President of the U.S.
Cure for deafness-case cited

Also includes early draft of table of contents laid in

95

99

106
110
113
114
120
122
124
125
130
137
140
141
143
146
149
150
151
152
153
156
160
161
162
163
164
166
168
169
170
172
174
175



Box 1:

Sketch-book No. 3--Feb., 1, 1836-May 16, 1836

Contents

CoNO~wWNE

Seminole War in Florida

The Legislature of Massachusetts

A subaltern in America, account of & work
Marcia Monk’s Disclosures

Meeting of Antimasons

The weather

Dick’s survey of the Heavens

The weather, February 16

Imperfection of graduated Instruments

. Seminole War

. Philosophical Retirement

. Rail Roads

. Snow fallen, to February 14"

. Seminole War & Remarks on militia

. Gov. Eaton, message of

. The weather—Feby. 21

. Congress Proceedings

. Poetical Works

. Journal des Debats—Remarks of

. Capt. Ross Narrative, report of in Germany
. Constitutions become corrupt in time

. Florida War

. Algiers—Battle of Mascara

. Dedham Grant at Deerfield

. Message of the President of U. States
. The weather

. The Legislature transactions of

. Variation of the needle

. Florida War

. Humboldt’s Researches

. Requisition of Antimasons to Legislature
. Burritt Geography for Sale

. Ledyard the Traveler

. Abercrombie on a well regulated mind
. Divisions of Antimasons

. The weather and Severity of the winter
. Greenfield petition for setting off land
. Estimated Area of Deerfield

. Florida War, Native of

. My Winter Questions
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D

100
104
107
110



41.
42.
43.
43.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49,
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
S7.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.

65.

Major Dade’s Battle Ground

Remarks of Pensacola Gazette and F. War
Battle with Florida Indians

Tour to Boston to attend G. Court

Bunker Hill Monument

Florida War—the Country difficult

The weather at Boston

Armstrong’s Notices of the War

Recipe for a cold, used in Canada
Philosophy of Living, a new work
Intelligence from Florida &c

The weather at Boston

Lowell Rail Road Company

Terrible Tractoration, New Edition
Texas—State of the War in

Memoirs of Duchess D’ Arbramtes

Rail Road accident

Return to Deerfield

Books purchased at Boston [for Library Company in Deerfield]
Washington’s approval of Steuben’s plan of a Militia for U. States
Dick’s Mental Illumination

The weather in May

Florida War & Genl. Gaines’ boasting
Eclipse of the Sun May 15"

Remarks on our astronomical service

The weather on 16" May

113
120
125
126
132
135
136
ib.

140
141
144
145
146
146
148
151
152
153
155
157
159
161
162
167
168
169



Box 1:
Sketch-book No. 4—May 16-Sept. 7, 1836
Contents

Pulse Glass, Rationale of

Cass’s Report on Fortifications

Old Road From Hatfield to Deerfield

Creek Indian War

On Militia Notions

The Weather

Traverse of Sheldon’s Brook

Historical Reminiscences of

The Microscope

10. The Weather (continued)

11. Eyes of Insects

12. Old Age—Cause of its infirmities

13. Singular Escape of an Officer (Maj. Cat”)

14. A journal of a Tour from Deerfield to Baltimore

15. The Cultivator, a monthly publication

16. Fourth of July Anniversaries

17. Death of Solomon Williams

18. Magnet, a singular fact of asserted

19. Burritt’s Geography of the Heavens

20. Time converted to degrees &c of the Equator

21. Axioms—Remarks on

22. Shooting Stars; Theory of

23. Edinburgh & London Q. Reviews
--Professor Buckland’s Geology
--His singular change of opinion
--Remarks on
--French novels, effects of

24. Medium Coeli or mid-Heaven
Rule to find the Azimuth of a circumpolar
star & variation of Compass

25. Gov. Everett’s Remarks to young men of
New Bedford
--Remarks on monuments
--Bunker Hill monument extravagant
--The Governor’s errors on a militia
Art. 5 His toast at artillery Election
--Remarks on

26. Tides in our Great Lakes, supposed to exist
Conjections concerning alluvial deposits

27. Variation of the Needle Determined

CoNO~wWNE
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110
114
123
124
126
132
133
136
138
140
141
ib

144
145

146

147
ib
148
151
16
18
153
156
157



159

28. Florida Militia, with remarks on and defence
163

29. The Weather and crops
30. The Emancipator, a new paper on

Slavery 164

Table of contents at end and beginning. Also includes a sub-table of contents for the Baltimore
trip.



Box 1:

Sketch-book No. 5—Sept. 5-Nov. 7, 1836

Contents

1.

2

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

18.

19.

Frost—a destructive one

Dr. Wells on Dew

His experiments and theory

Inferences

Clearing a Country of its Native Woods
Effects of; queries and conjectures
Vegetable Mould & Morasses

To determine the vegetable mould in a soil
Method of placing a Transit Telescope
on the Meridian of a Any Place }
Remarks on

Electro-Magnetism

Barlow’s Correcting Plate

Effects of rotation on magnets

On the Improvements in Navigation
Importance of Lunar observations

Capt Hall’s extraordinary Land fall
Narrative of the late British Cam-
paigns in America

Faults in the plans of our commander
Inefficiency of militia troops
Reflections on the subject

The Mirage, noticed at Salem

Height of Deerfield Et. Mountain

. Notice of Specimens of Plants &c. of Cuba by

Mrs. Wollstencraft

Of Botany in its purest form
Military Etiquette and Dress
Convention of Whigs at Worcester
with remarks on their resolutions
Notice of the American Almanac
Additions proposed

The Weather in September
Military Parade at Bloody Brook
Steam Carriages first used
Oliver Evans plans

Method of Tracing a Line of Lat.
Boundaries of Pennsylvania

Do. of Massachusetts

The Weather, Oct. 10



20.
21.

22.
23.

24,
25.
26.

27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.

35.
36.
37.
38.

Remarks on a diminution of temperature
Franklin Mercury’s Notice of the late parade

Visit to Bemis Heights inserted

in Knapp’s monthly magazine
Isometrical Perspective, Notice of
Autumnal Fevers

Dr. Curries theory of

Orthodox Efforts

Of Certainty and Belief

Report of the Survey of a ship ca}
nal from Ontario to Lake Erie
Florida War renewed

B. G. Hallett’s letter to Geo. Everett
Meteor Seen at Deerfield

The Crop of Indian Corn

Mr. Giles’ Lecture on Electricity
Of Spiders (Arancides)

Of the bursting of steam boilers
Particulars of Lothrop’s Ambuscade}
from Drake’s Book of the Indians
Old Variation of the needle
Climate of the Mississippi Valley
Steam Boat Disasters

Sermon on the occasion of a

visit of Indians by Rev. John }
Fessenden

78
80

85
87
89
90
95
99

109
115
118
125
127
128
132
134

138
140
141
144

145



Box 1:

Sketch-book No. 6—Nov. 9, 1836-Feb. 21, 1837

Contents

1.
2.
3.

o~

Rare Birds in our village
The weather, Nov. 15
Animal Magnetism
Memoirs of Major Robert Rogers, the famous Partisan of the
French War of 1755
The same continued from last page to page
Of the progress of settlement in the U. States, since the war of 1755
The weather Dec. 13"
A high flood, Dec. 21% weather
A visit to Saratoga and Ballston Springs, Lake George &
Champlain embracing notices of the military operations &c
The same continued from page

To page
And ending page

Particulars

Siege of Fort William Henry
Bennington Battle
Williams Defile

Indian Rock

Ticonderoga

Crown Point

Putnam’s Narrows
Saratoga Springs

Analysis of the waters
Enquiries concerning them
Glens Falls

Organic Remains

Dr. Mitchell’s Hypothesis
Geological Speculations
Caldwell, town of

Fort William Henry

Walk over old military ground at
Dieskau’s Battle

Old Grave yard

Passage down Lake George
Rogers Rock

Fable concerning it

Valley of the Lake

Dr. Dwight’s Hypothesis
Remarks on

279
69
136

162
278
19
45

250
182
233
228
276
25
34
200
204
206
216
217
218
219
241
243
ib
246
247
267
270
271
273
ib
274



6.
7.
8.

10.
11.

12.
13.
14.

Electrical principles & facts

Lord Howe killed

Abercrombie’s attack & defeat in 1758

Reflections on the Ruins of Ti

Hoosac Mountain

Effects of Elevation on climate

Temperature of Valleys

Massacre at Ft. William Henry

Remarks on

Fort Ann

Putnam & Rogers Battle at

Project of Gen. Burgoyne

Rogers battle near Ticonderoga
--near Rogers Rock--

Cruelty of Rogers Rangers

Fort Edward

Murder of Jane McCrea

Baggage wagon cut off 1758

Lts Hopkins & Coon killed

Major Hopkins killed

Col. Bellow’s capture of Indians

Bloody Pond

Gages Hill

Siege of Fort William Henry

Pontiac’s War

His attack on Detroit

Affair at the Devil’s Hole

Bouquet’s Battle at Turtle Creek

Character of Major Rogers

Sketch of the Country in 1755

Extension of New States, effects of

Self interest the stray cord of union

The greatest danger of dissension

Future Prospects of the union

Geographic Problems

Astronomical Do.

Singular Aurora Borealis

Expunging of Records of Congress

Attack on Fort Wm. Henry

Notice of Mr. Bongainville

List of men in Capt. Turner’s fall fight 1676

Of the antiquities found in America

Coztatalan on Rock River

The Bustle of the times

The Exploring Expedition

New President of the U. States

275
276
278
23

168
169
171
260
264
30

32

310
325
81

224
225
226
236
268
238
237
239
250
119
120
126
128
131
286
149
150
157
160
46

47

10
12
17
48
o1
52
57
60
64



15. Edinburgh Encyclopedia, Revised
16. Congress, singular, Resolution of

66
68



Box 1:

Sketch-book No. 7 February 22d, 1837-March 15", 1837

Contents

N

NGOk~ W

Small pox in Boston

Dr. Noah Webster’s opinion on the
system of instruction in Girard College
Resuscitation of Masonry (a rumor)
Agricultural Survey, a Bill for
Memoranda (Arthur)

Termination of Jackson’s Administration
Geological survey of the State
Geography and History of the Mis }
sissippi Valley, by T. Hunt

Items View from the bluffs on the Mississippi

9.

American Bottom
Bluffs on the Mississippi
Towns on the E. Bank of Do
Face of the State of Illinois
Ancient works found
Face of the country of Missouri
Soil of Do
Productions of do
Wild animals of do
Town of St. Louis
Missouri River
St. Charles village
Proposed canal, or Rail way
in lllinois
Milk sickness
Concluding Remarks
Project of Greenfield for obtainin
part of the territory of Deerfield

10. Recipe for making great men



Box 1:

Sketch-book No. 10 (in 4 parts) Dec. 20, 1837-June 4, 1838

--all written on former field notebooks originally kept in pencil. The pencil has been
erased and written over with ink

Contents page

Part I—Dec. 20, 1837-Feb. 12", 1838

Canada Insurrection 1
Accident on a Railway with remarks 2
Winter Solstice with remarks 3
Canadian Insurrection, Report of 6
Population of the Canadas 7
Effects of the Suns Declination 8
Of the Permanency of the Solar System 10
Congress Proceedings, Dec. 20 13
Conviction of a Thompsonian doctr. 16
Close of the year 1837 17
Old News-papers for 1759 19
Canada Insurgents again 22
Early Discoveries in New England 23
Serious occurrence at Niagara 25
John Q Adams, Manuscripts 28
Report of the Secretary of War 30
Steam Boat on the western waters 31
Governor’s message 33
Congress Proceedings 36
Rafn on the Discovery of America by the Northmen 40
Dr. Holmes on intermittent fever in N England 43
Col. Hawks’ Journal to Quebeck 46
Dr. Griffin’s Sermons 53
Shelby County, Illinois 59
New College in Illinois 63
Masonry still alive at Boston 64
Part II—Feb. 11-March 5, 1838

Progress of Settlements 65
Laying out land in Illinois 82
Route to Illinois (continued) 85
Report of Illinois Commissioners 87
Variation of the Needle at Chesterfield 89
On imputing our miseries to Providence 92

No data for predicting a change of weather 94



Rule for computing variation of Needle
The Poor, remarks on

Indiana, state of, notices of the soil of
Coztatalan, further notice of, by a Traveler
Milwaukee notice of, by the above
Mounds of the West, not artificial
Osceola, Seminole, Chief, death of

British troops, sufferings of

Geological survey of the state of N. York
Description of a Province in Illinois
Remarks on their beauty

Prospects of Illinois

Monument meeting at Deerfield

Duel at Washington (fatal)

Disbanding of Light Infantry at Boston with remarks on
Canada Insurgents, further notice of
Advance of spring, 55 years ago

Part I1I—March 4-April 21, 1838

March meetings & remarks on
Particulars of the late dead

Specimens of Foreign Literature
Hassler’s Report on Surveys &c

Free Remarks of the Press on the Dead
Quantity of sap from trees

Heat of the Earth from the sun rays
Remarks on the above

Rev. Mr Brooks journal in Italy
Trading stations in Illinois

Avrrival of summer birds

Remarks on their migration

Pigeons, vast flock, in former times
Report on the annexation of Texas
Sugar Orchards, importance of

[llinois Rail Road contracts on

Death of Dr. Nathaniel Bowditch of Boston}
Our great astronomer

Small pox among the Indians

L. Stebbins letter from Illinois

Indian mode of Fortification
Disturbance on the Illinois Canal
Eulogy to be delivered on Dr. Bowditch
Royal Society of England

No satisfactory explanation of the rise of sap
Westerly winds, coldness of

96
96
98
102
103
104
107
109
111
115
118
121
124
125
ib
123
127

128
130
134
135
136
138
139
140
141
143
145
146
ib

148
150
151
153
155
156
159
162
163
166
167
168
169



Mitchel’s Illinois in 1837

Letters from Arthur

Wabash & Erie canal & farms on
Maumee Rapids

Advertisement for workmen in Illinois
The Cherokees and removal of
Remarks on Astronomy

Deerfield Evening Lectures

Distances to Illinois

Bridgewater Treatises, in 9 vols.
Change of crops from a change of temperature
Removal of my adopted family

Part IV—April 20-June 4, 1838

Professor Hitchcock’s Report

Little calsiumious matter in our soil
Alluvial soils quality of

Marls Definition of

Proposed nomenclature of

Eternity of the Universe

Parting with my resident family
Report of the western Rail road
Lecture on Slavery

Avrrival of Steam Ship from England
Militia return of arms

Young’s Discourse on Dr. Bowditch
Reese’s Humbugs of N York
Prorogation of the Legislature
Steam Boat explosion at Cincinnati
Gov. Everett’s Orations &c

lowa Territory established

Death of Dr. John H. Steel

Fire at Charlestown, S. Carolina
Whewell’s treatise on astronomy &c
Emancipation in Antigua

Influenza, prevalence of

Another Steamboat explosion

Letter of Marcellus to Mr. Webster
Wabash & Erie Canal

N. coast of America traced

Mob at Philadelphia

New Militia bill in Congress
Survey of Cape Cod Harbor

172
170 &173
175
176
176
178
180
182
183
184
186
187

190
195
196
198
ib

200
204
207
209
210
213
215
211
218
219
222
224
ib

225
227
231
232
233
236
240
241
242
246
250



Box 1:
Sketch-book No. 11—June 4-Dec. 31, 1838
Contents

Journal of the weather from June 4, 1838

Bursting of a boiler on Worcester Rail Road

The Hawaiian Spectator (South Sea or Pacific)
New steam boat on Lake George

Thunder showers remarks on

Information for Emigrants to the west

Irritable state of the northern frontier

Remarks on thunder showers

Rail Roads in Indiana

Our agricultural crops

Wabash and Erie Canal & Fort Wayne

Act of Legislature setting off part of Conway to Buckland
Indian Relics found in Deerfield

Steam Boat Pulaski, bursting of its boiler

Charles O. Boutelle recommended to Mr. Borden
Corn Crop, early stage of

Suicide Case of; with Remarks of Dr. Rush on insanity
Remarks on my proceeding journal

Thoughts on climate, by Dr. Charles Caldwell
Disturbances in the Canada frontier

Remarks on the 4™ of July

Death of Col. L. Baldwin of Charlestown

Rail Roads in Illinois, proceedings on

Sickness of my daughter Williams at Boston
Orthodox meeting house in this village

C.O. Boutelle employed to survey Elizabeth Islands
Increase of the Army of the U. States

Remarks on Illinois Rail Roads

Thunder showers, few this season, remarks on

Mr. John W. Barber of New Haven, author of a book
Remarks on a Note in my Antiquarian Researches
Explosion of gun powder at Pittsfield

Thunder storm at Worcester

Steam Boat law by Congress

Milk sickness in the Western states

Dog Days, remarks on

Wabash and Maumee Canal

Green corn at my table

Emancipation in the British W.I. Islands

Queen of England, Coronation of, Remarks



Wheat crop this season

General Washington on the Climate of Maryland
Inscription on Lathrop’s monument

Corn and potato crops, with remarks

Remarks on our showers this season

Charles O. Boutelle’s survey &c

Braddock’s Defeat on the Monongahela

Remarks on the Battle of Braddock

Further account of the above battle from a French author
County convention on the license law

Lathrop’s monument, meeting of committee on
Table address at Bloody Brook, prepared

Rattle snake plenty at Mount Tom

Col. Stebbins Gristmill burnt

Junkin’s Gazetteer of Ohio—Extract from

Death of Henry Russell at Illinois

Armstrong’s 2 vol. announced as nearly ready
Josiah D. Cannings Poems, a new work

Hail in hot weather, remarks on

Remarks on the Showers that have occurred

Major Rogers, Notice of, from Washington’s letters
Death of G.D. Aldrich of Deerfield

Charles O. Boutelle’s appointment under Mr. Borden
Mr. Lincoln’s address at Lathrop’s monument
Caravan of rare animals, with remarks on

Remarks on Mr. Paine’s Astronomical observations
Further account Braddock’s defeat by a traveler
Sunday in our Country village

Visit to an old Lady at Northfield

Do to Beer’s battle Ground, Bones found

Do to Turners’ do at the falls on Connecticut River
Rise of our river

Review of the Poem of Croma in Ossian

Death of Dr. John Stone of Springfield

Eclipse of the sun Sept. 18"

Nautical almanac and Connaissance des turns
Temperance Lecture

Militia muster

Dr. John Delamation, the Lecturer

Rev. Henry Colman, Commissioner of the Agricultural Survey
Full hue of our maples

Sun’s autumnal equinox

Geography of Tennessee, very promising

Wild Geese, remarks on their flight

Voltaire’s Philosophical Dictionary is new edition of
Call of Messrs Boutelle & Hale, Mr. Borden’s assistants

67
68
71
74
75
77
78
84
95
97
101
102
112
114
115
117

118
123
125
126
128
129
130
133
135
137
140
143
144
145
146
149
166

162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169
172
175
185



Call of an old Continental soldier

Anecdote of an Irishman & Capt. Udong (Hudain)

Military glory in young officers, anecdotes

Lord Byron’s Thrasimene Lake

Boston Quarterly Review No. 3 (Review of Dr. Pelfrey)

Review of Pelfrey’s Lectures on the Pentateuch

Western Sickness, Illinois, Indiana & Michigan

Boston Quarterly Review N 4

Cattle show at Northampton

Letter from my son at Illinois, noting the sickness

Dr. Rush on the fever of Pennsylvania

Further notice of sickness in Illinois

Taylor’s Diegesis, notice of

An election of Governor & others

Death of Capt. D. Strong, Northampton

Call of a mineralogist from N York

A Rain Bow, with remarks on

Pamphlets on the License Law

Death of Lewis Bigelow of Peoria, Illinois

The Corn crop this season

Election, Remarks on

My son’s survey in Illinois (recent)

Result of our town elections

Canada renewal of Insurrection in

Do further accounts from

Letter from Dr. Williams at Willoughby, Ohio

Passage of our River on the Ice

Arrival of Sheldon & Stebbins from Illinois

Missouri Iron Mountains by Prof. Shephard

Arrival of Dr. Williams & Lady from Ohio

Disturbances at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

Presidents message

Death of Alvah Hawks wife

Beaver City account of from a pamphlet

Geological survey of state of Ohio, in progress

Opinion of the Topographer in the survey respecting the old
Works in Ohio that they were not for defense

My reasons for dissenting to his opinion

Definitions from the Ohio Report (Geological)

Jones’ Illinois and the west, notice of

Militia formed at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

Animal magnetism

Its exploits at Northampton

Queries concerning them

Parson’s Book of Niagara Falls

Galbraith’s new mathematical Treatise

187
189
192
193
194
ib
205
207
210
ib
212
213
216
228
232
ib
233
235
236
237
ib
241
243
244
245
249-247
249
250
251
252
ib
253
255
ib
256

257
258
261
263
266
ib

268
ib

270
271



Mr. Poyen, the animal magnetizer, at Deerfield
Credibility of some of our clergy

Remarks on this credibility

Hinton’s History & Geography of the U States
Incorrectness of Knapp’s account of Jane MCrea
Conclusion of the year 1838

Retrospective Remarks

273

ib

274

275

275

277
278, 279, 280



Box 1:
Sketch-book No. 12—Jan. 1-Aug. 5, 1839
Contents

Journal of the weather from Jany. 1, 1839

Animal magnetism

Experiments with the sick in Mag.

Remarks on the art of animal magnetism

Erection of an iron stove in my room

Governor Ritner’s Message Dec. 27, 1839

His notice of New Masonic Lodges

Governor Everett address to the Legislature

Orthopedique Institution in Boston

Destructive flood & wind

Dick’s Celestial Scenery

Navigation of the Needle on our N.E. Boundary

Stone’s Life of Joseph Brant

Remarks on the inaccuracies of Judge Woodruff’s account of
Burgoyne’s Battles in the appendix of Stone’s Brant

Murder of Maj. Hopkins & his party are on Island in Lake George

Spontaneous Ignition of Ashes

Sunderland Bridge, failure of

Buckland’s Geology

Cosmogony of Moses, explanation of

Hostile proceedings on the frontier of Maine

Parker’s Exploring Tour, notice of

Father Marquette’s visit to the Mississippi

Further accounts of the N.E. Boundary

Position of the Main forces on the Aroostook

Proposed Boundary between Maine and the British Province of
N. Brunswick & Canada

Proceedings in Congress on the Boundary question

Annual Register of Indian Affairs

Session of Congress closed, remarks on

Mars Hill, on our Eastern Boundary

Illinois Rail Roads; proceedings on

Lat. of the River de Chute and Aroostook

Do. Of Deerfield and Greenfield

Kirby’s History of Habits &c of Animals

Distance from Deerfield to Springfield, Illinois calculated

Extent of Illinois & Area of

Levels of the great western lakes

“ of the Mississippi & Ohio

Rail road accident at Boston

Month of May, reflections on

Origin of the New England Hoyts

Barber’s Historical Collections of Connecticut & Hoyt family



Do of Massachusetts (new)

Complaints of our militia

Outline of a defensive system for the U.S.

Dr. Franklin’s Works, by Jared Sparks

Long Retention of Infection by Dr. Franklin
An Improved Magic Lantern from academy
Electro magnetism appreciation for Do
Remarks on new terms in science

Queen of England’s Proclamation prohibiting training
Report in Congress on a National Foundary
English Arsenal at Woolwich

United States deficient in Ordinance
Gordan’s Gazetteer of the State of N. York

A minute History of that state wanting

List of military operations in that state

First thunder shower this season (June 9"
Optical deception in the motion of Clouds
Convention at Northampton on the liquor law

Subscription for an abolition paper with reflection on slavery

Books for sale in Boston (new)

Cold day in June, with remarks on

Ancient Furnaces found in the state of Ohio
Progress of settlement in Ohio

Hale’s Boston Weekly Magazine, character of
Letter of J.Q. Adams to the citizens of U. States
Summer solstice, with remarks

Further notice of M. Adam’s letters

Facts relating to American Antiquities

Relics found at Onondaga N. York
Tocqueville’s Democracy in America

Survey of mouth of Susquehanna River, Report of
Brant in the Indian attack on St. Clair in 1791
Military Remarks in relation to Indian Warfare
Fourth of July, celebration of

Prospective of a slave paper in N York
Deerfield Valley—its early condition

An old map of the Country about Lake George
Dearborn’s letters on Illinois in 1839

Barber’s Massachusetts, an account of
Remarks on the Wheat crop

Tour to Whitingham (Vermont) including remarks on the Country

Weld on American Slavery, as it is
Col. Mudge, Commissioner on the Eastern boundary
Tumuli on Rock River in Illinois

73
73
74
76
77
78
79
81
84
87

89

ib

90

ib

94

96

98

100
102
105
106
108
109
111
118
120
123
126
128
131
132
133
136
139
144
151
152
154
157
159
165
167
152



Box 1:
Sketch-book No. 14—Mar. 1-Dec. 31, 1840
Contents

Proemical Discourse

Our March meeting

Blood-hounds in the Florida War
How far justifiable

Militia Bill before the Legislature
Iron mountain in Missouri
Supposed volcanic formation of
Geology of Oregon territory
Reflections on volcanic agency
Success of the Florida Hounds
Hayward’s Gazetteer

Remarks on the flow of sap

Not easily explained

Incentives to researches

Newton’s perseverance

Lecture delivered on Slavery
Further researches on sap

Closing lecture on slavery

Militia Bill rejected

British & Chinese Governments, clashing
Agricultural Report, by M. Colman
Law’s Elements of Agriculture
Cushing’s Life of Harrison
Tippecanoe battle of

Our pulpit vacant

Intolerance of Episcopacy
Interview with Mr. Van Schaack on old office
New Bell hung

Wm. Harrison’s nomination
British expedition to China
Marriage of the Queen of England
Remarking on Sap [?]

Eastern Boundary

Merits of our dispute with Great Britain
North Line of Vermont

Line from the Lake of the Woods
Mrs. Segourny’s sketches

Sermon by Dr. Willard

Do. by Rev. Mr. Barnard

Our General Court

page

ib

10
16
11
12
13
ib

14
15
ib

ib

16
ib

17
18
ib

19
20
21
24
ib

27
ib

28
30

32
33
34
35
36
38
39
40
42
43
ib



British post in our claimed territory
Remarks on the dispute

Cause of the delay of

Mr. Everett declines a nomination for Governor
Preparation for my removal

Removal to new Quarters

More of Eastern Boundary

Hostile attitude

Impolicy of a war

Call of a midshipman

Remarks on seamen & navigation
New agricultural works

Dispute with Great Britain

Corwin’s Speech against Harrison
Convention of Abolitionists

Battle of the Thames, statements concerning
President’s message March 26"

Gen. Scott’s letter on the British preparations
Letter from Dr. Amsden of St. Joseph
Gen. Harrison

Change of channel in Connecticut River
Remarks on the clergy

Swallows, arrival of

Planting Garden, species

New Paper at Greenfield [?]
Amendment of our Constitution
Brock’s measurements

Carver Lands

Fox River in Illinois

Inducements to Emigration

Abolition Paper

Its small influence here

Little information from Congress
Election zeal & measures

Egyptian Thebes, antiquity of

M’ Afee’s History of the War of 1812
The Crabapple & Peach tree

New Militia Law

Remarks on the Law

The Cultivator, success of

Political intelligence

Convention at Greenfield

Remarks on the speeches at

Gen. Wilson of N. Hampshire
Dennison’s Life of Gen. Harrison
Movements of troops in the woods

44
45
ib

46
48
49
50
51
ib

53

55
57
59
61
62
67
68
69
70
72
73
74
75
76
78
79
80
81
82
ib
83
ib
84
85
87
92
ib
93
95
96
97
ib
98
100
ib



Scenery [?] in New England

Impressions of a Traveler

Crime and punishment

Invitation to deliver an address

Boat explosion on the Connecticut
Fishing party

New Philosophical apparatus

Death of Joshua Sweet

Report on Poinsett’s Militia plan in Congress
Lecture on Gen. Harrison

Defense of the Nation report

Gaines’ Plan

Saltonstall’s Speech (Congress)

Our N. Meadow

Alabama, notion of Gen. Harrison’s politics
Fishing party

Jefferson’s Mazzei letter

His explanation of

Discovery of a southern Continent
Bradford’s History of U. States
Geographic Problem

George Sumner’s Tour

Of Gen. Armstrong

Ogle’s speech in Congress

Literary messenger, a southern magazine
Dr. Duncan of Ohio

Gen. Harrison’s bravery attested by Gen. Van Rensselaer
Do by Gen. Wilkinson

Antiquities said to be found in Central America
Proposed tour to Lake George

Glens Falls, state of

Stanly’s speech in Congress

Close of Session of Congress

Brownson’s Q B review

Movement party

Mr. Clay’s speech

Amendments of the Constitution proposed
Mr. Clay’s prediction

Review of Mr. Duncan’s speech
Anti-Slavery Convention at London
Southern states cling to slavery

Causes of freedom at the North

Of the necessity of Slavery

Does not exist

Cases in point

Of thunder showers

101
102
105
108
110
111
112
113
115
117
119
ib

120
121
122
123
124
ib

127
128
ib

129
130
131
134
136
ib

137

205
231
208
209
210
211
212
ib

215
163
216
217
218
218
219
ib

220



Queries & conjectures

Remarks on nature

Proofs of a God

Eternal existence of matter

First thunder shower

Celebration of the Battle of Bennington proposed
Moon showers

Death of Lucy Arms

Illinois Corn, progress of in our homelot

Tour to Lake George with Mr. Lincoln

(For the various subjects noticed, see margin of the Tour)

St. Coick, Notice of

Antiquarian Sentiments

The past summer

Visit to Halifax, Vt.

When granted

Death of Elijah Alvord

Frosty nights

Letter from my Daughter (Boston)
Antiquarian Letters

Employment of dogs in war
Mortality of the troops at Wood Creek in 1709
Egyptian Antiquities, new works on
Christian Register (new Books)
Religious parties in Connecticut

A tweedledum difference

Address of Henry Williams
Remarks on oratory

Botanical geography

Stone’s account of the battle at Oriskany
Military character of Gen. Herkimer
Command of undisciplined men
Invasion of Schoharie from Stone’s life of Brant
Antislavery meeting, in Convention
Geography of N. Holland

Of Van Dieman’s Land

A singular animal

Polynesian Islands

Jared Spark’s researches

Professor Muller

Tocqueville’s 2" part

Vermont Legislature

Story of a Robbery

Our school house fire

Scheme for taking fugitive slaves
National Institute at Washington

ib
ib
221
ib
222
223
224
225
ib
227

250
261
262
263
264
265
ib
266
267
ib
268
269
270
270
271
272 & 273
ib
274
275
277
278
279
285
286
287
ib
288
ib
289
ib
290
ib
292
293
ib



Prevailing fevers

Clergymen supplying one pulpit

Jane M’Crea a poem on

Solution of the snow

Meeting to build a town house
Subscription for the Citizen Soldier, a new paper
Abolition Resolution

Do Nominations and address

Rail Road to Boston

Reflections on

State economy same as individual

The weather Nov. 1

The approaching general election
Governor Morton

Hints for his consideration

Indiscretions as seen in electioneering strife
Brownson’s proposed novel

Election Hand Bills posted

Result of our Town Elections

Do of our County

Symptoms of Candor in the Evening Post
Results of the N York Election & of other states
Reflections on the favorable results
Lessons taught to Rulers

Examination of scholars at our Academy
Brother Jonathan in New York paper
Architecture of the Heavens, a new work
Philosophical lecture

Electro-magnetism

Magnetic Electricity

Daguerreotype drawing

Electro-type printing

Rotary motion of magnets explained
State of the election

Supplying clergymen

Exhibition of fish

Mann’s Report on school houses

Dr. Harris’s opinion of Blindness
Professor Silliman’s letter (Chemical)
Danger of sleeping in small tight rooms
Balsam tree planted

Its gum a medicine

Snow at Halifax

Minority report of visitors to W. Point Academy
Further Results of Election

Of Banks

295
296
297
298
299
299
301
303
305
ib

307
ib

308
309
310
311
312
314
315
316
318
319

320
321
323
ib

324

ib
325
ib
326
327

328
329
330
ib

332
ib

333
334
ib

337
340



Thanksgiving Day 344

Hints to Clergymen on their Sermons ib

Monumental memorials 346
Gov. Cass manuscript work 349
Colonial Americana 352
Phrenology fallacies 354
Temperance Cause 355

[The table of contents ends here. It is likely that another page of the contents is missing
from this volume. The following headings are taken from the text]

Almanac for 1841 356
Thoughts on the Ancient Nations of Asia 357
Animal magnetism 360
Expressions of regret at the attempt ib

Snow storm 361
Condition of the poor 362
Session of Congress ib

Probably nothing of Importance by Congress 363
Permanence of our government 364
Citizen Soldier, notice of 365
Its Military biography 366
Snow line of eastern continent 368
Effects of warm rooms ib

Reflections on the reigning calm 370
Winter fishing 371
The Dial, a new magazine 372
Transcendentalism ib

Example of a magnet 373
Military discipline defined 376
Monarchs 377
Extract from an old paper 382
Influence of hope 383
Capt. Partridge on the boundary line 384
President’s statement 385
Winter solstice 386
Military qualifications for President & Governors 388
Reflections on Europe 390
Congress of Nations 391
Reports of the Secretary of War & the Navy 392
Removal of Bonaparte’s remains 395
Remarks on the measure 396
Inscription proposed for his monument ib

Chemical facts 400
Bounty of Providence 401
Sickness of my daughter 404
Close of the year 405

Retrospect of last year ib



Drawer 19:
[Sketch-book No. 20, part 1]--January 23-March 31, 1846.

This sketch-book is missing the first two pages, and begins on page 3 and continues through
page 68. With the lack of the first page, the sketch-book number has been inferred from his
existing numbering sequence. The year of this sketch-book is taken from Hoyt’s mentioning of
the death of his nephew, Ebenezer Hoyt, which occurred in 1846, as well as a notion on the last
page about the date of the next entry. As this is a fragment of a much larger work, it does not
contain a Table of Contents. This sketch-book is a loosely sewn together gathering of pages. It is
oversized, and therefore shelved separately from the existing sketch-books.

His journal entries deal primarily with national events and politics. His biggest concerns are the
state of the Militia, the possibility of war with Great Britain over the Oregon Territory, and his
opinions of President Polk. As in most of his journals, he also notes daily weather reports, and
includes some reviews of books he has read. Hoyt also notes the ordination of John F. Moors as
the Unitarian minister, and his first sermon; as well as reporting on the Northampton and
Greenfield railroad. Two other entries of note include his opinion about a soup diet for the poor,
and his opinion on the moon and its effects on mental health.



Box 2:
Sketch-book no. 20—Oct. 8-Dec. 31, 1846

Hoyt uses a book previously owned by his son-in-law, Elijah Williams as his journal. The first
fifteen pages are in Elijah’s hand, and records various legal definitions and notes. Hoyt begins
his journal entries on the next blank page. He notes at the top that this book is a continuation of
No. 20, beginning with page 337 and ending with page 493. He does not include a table of
contents for this journal.

His journal entries are primarily about the Mexican War and Hoyt’s opinions of the strategy and
causes of the war. He also spends much time discussing the politics of the Whigs and the
Democrats, and the state of the volunteer militia that is fighting the war. Hoyt also writes about
local railroad activity, weather reports, the discovery of Neptune, and the U.S. Exploring
Expedition.



Box 2:
Sketch-book No. 21—January 1-April 15, 1847

Hoyt uses a previously owned account book belonging to his son-in-law, Elijah Williams for his
entries. The book labeled “Bar Book-Pocumtuck House” was used by Elijah Williams or his
manager, from December of 1827 through 1828 while Elijah either worked or managed a
tavern/inn owned by his father Ebenezer Hinsdale Williams. The tavern entries cover only a few
pages. Hoyt writes around these entries for his own journal.

Like the previous journal, Hoyt’s main topic is the ongoing Mexican War, and his feelings
towards it, President Polk, and the volunteer militia fighting it. His entries usually begin with
observances of the weather. He also occasionally writes of other topics. He mentions his eyesight
starting to fail, the reading habits of youth, local and national railroads, his families travels, and
more analysis of the U.S. Exploring Expedition.

He writes no table of contents for this journal. He notes on the cover that is part 1 of No. 21. Part
3 of No. 21 is contained in the next volume. Part 2 is currently unaccounted for.



Box 2:
Sketch-book Nos. 21, 22, & 23—1847-Nov. 1849

Hoyt wrote no table of contents for this journal. It was the second to last journal he would
ever produce. It is the last journal that he wrote himself. (His last journal was written by
others, as he was blind by then. The last journal is available in PVMA)

In this journal, which he does label “Sketch-book No. 21, 22, 23” Hoyt writes about
various topics important to him. Much space is given to Hoyt’s feelings toward the
Mexican War, President Polk, and the military strategy towards the war. Hoyt also writes
of his Anti-Masonic feelings; political party conventions; the Massachusetts state election
of 1847; the national election of 1848; local deaths; preserving and later demolishing the
old Indian House; procuring a new gravestone for his daughter Fanny’s grave; updates on
his son Arthur, his great-nephew David Starr Hoyt, and Charles Boutelle; and various
diseases and illnesses in the country. Throughout the whole journal, Hoyt regularly
records the weather. Towards the end, his entries are only weather reports.

Hoyt’s journal contains several leaves laid in at the end, where his handwriting gets
bigger and harder to read. His entries grow shorter. These entries show when Hoyt began
to struggle with his eyesight and mobility.



Box 2:
Un-numbered journal from Jan. 2-March 17, 1832

This small journal was kept by Epaphras Hoyt while he was a state representative in the
General Assembly. The journal begins with his arrival in Boston, and ends in mid-March,
while he was still in session. There are likely other journals that continue from this point,
but are not currently known of.

Hoyt’s journal at first shows little interest in General Assembly affairs. He notes when he
attends the Assembly, with only a sentence or two about it. The rest of his entries focus
on the book stores he visits, friends he meets, business he conducts, and newspapers and
books he has read. Hoyt also helps his son Arthur with the printing and proofing of
Arthur’s topographical map of the county. As the journal progresses, he shows more
interest in the General Assembly, devoting several pages for each entry on the goings on
in the Legislature.



Box 2:

“Book C”—a journal kept by Hoyt to record notes and research on Burgoyne’s Northern
Campaign, and on the French and Indian wars of the 1750s. He provides a partial table of
contents.

Contents page
Capt. Clesson’s journal 1756 105
William Parkman’s Do. 1758 & 1759 147
Extracts from Burgoyne’s Expedition from Canada 165

A 4™ \ol. with plans of the battles
Do. From Stedman’s History in reaction to B. Campaign 115
Gen. Winslow’s Letter 82
Sketch of Col. E. Williams 138
Stedman’s criticisms on Burgoyne’s Expedition from Canada 115
Military operations (various) 3
List of Battles Northerly of Stillwater 50
Gen. Burgoyne’s state of his expedition 165
His Review of Evidence 188
Letters giving detail of his actions 227
Capt. Parker, particulars of his Death as related by Hadley people 110
Review of Military operations 1753 to 1756 84
Miss M’Crea’s grave 81
Burgoyne’s Letters detailing the Battles of Sept. 19 & Oct. 7" at

Bemis Heights 297
Letter Washington to Gates 129
Distances noted at Sandy Hill 77
Bearing at Do. 79
Winslow’s Letter 1756 82

Book C also includes a letter from Thomas Longly of Hawley, Massachusetts laid in—
discussing the battle at Lake George.



Box 2:

“Book No. 2 or D—Notes and Extracts, Deerfield 1820, Containing data for History”

Hoyt’s journal contains his notes and research on the French and Indian Wars of the

1750s.

“List of some of the principal Articles in this Vol.”

Letter from Col. Israel Williams to Gov. Walcott
Attack on Fort Massachusetts, 1748
Various items relating to the war from 1745 to 1755
Orders from Gov. Shirley to Col. E. Williams

Letter from same to Col. I. Williams
Genl. Johnson’s orders in 1755

Letters from Col. E. Williams in 1755
Small garrisons in Massachusetts

Phips’ Instructions to Capt. Lyman

Pay of troops in 1755 on frontier of Mass.

Letter from Lt. Col. I. Williams to Col. Williams, 1756

Do. From Col. J. Dwight to same 1756

Do. From Capt. William Williams, Albany 1756

Establishment for Eastern & western frontier 1757

Letter from Col. Whiting at No. 4, 1757

Do. From Capt. John Burke at Fort Edward 1757
Various attacks &c

Do. From Col. Oliver Partridge at Lake George 1758
(attack on Ticonderoga)

Do. From Gov. Hutchinson to Col. I. Williams

Do. From Col. E. Williams in 1755

Do. From Capt. Wyman at Fort Mass.

Do. From Capt. Elisha Chapin at Do. 1754

Do. From Capt. Stevens at No. 4 in 1747

Do. From Dr. Thomas Williams at Lake George 1755
Dieskau’s attack Sept. 81 in letter to his wife

List of killed & wounded in Williams regiment

Letter from Col. Partridge at Fort Edward 1758

Do. From Col. Wm. Williams Lake George 1758
Attack on Ticonderoga

Clements Map of the Country about Lake George

Information from Col. Keys of Western

Visit to Vernon in Vermont 1721

Attack on Fort Dummer 1723

Titus King’s Journal 1755

Extract from Hubbard’s H. New England

Indian tribes in New England from Gookin

2

p. 3-7

9

10

11 & 12
13, 14, 15
17

19

22

23

26

27

37

37 & 38
39

45
52
55
57 & 58
59
60
62
70

79
84
85

93

94

98

102

104

106

230 & 108



Extracts from Mather’s Magnalia (182) 111

Indian Deed of land in Deerfield & perhaps of Conway 114
Tour to Saratoga Springs in 1821 with Maj. Phelps 116
Movement of American & British armies 146
Death of Gen. Frazer by a British sergeant 149
Major Robert Rogers, some account of 150
Phillip’s War from Hubbard 157
Jane M’Crea’s remains removed 161
Letter of Gov. Shirley concerning Fort Dummer 162
Extracts from President Dwight’s Travels 164
Capt. Beer’s Battle ground, Northfield 176
Extract from Trumbul’s Connecticut 178
Do. From a British officer on Lord Wellington 193
Capt. Lovewell’s expedition by Simms 197
Dartmouth College 208
Extracts from Deerfield Records 212
Baron Castine 227
Stockwell et al. captured at Deerfield 1677 235
Buckingham journal 1709 & 1710 234
Family of Kelloggs at Deerfield 242
Letter from Col. Pomroy at Lake George, Sept. 10, 1755 244

Dieskau’s battle
Do. From Dr. Perez Marsh Lake George, 1755 same 250
Col. Ephraim Williams’ Will, made July 12, 1755 259
Extract from Whitney’s History of C. Worcester 271
Tour to Saratoga 1825 with Rev. P. Smith 281
Extracts from Madame Riesdesel’s Memoirs 313
Letter from Capt. John Burke Sept. 11, 1755 at L. George 326

Dieskau’s attack
Journal of Do. (Short extracts from 1755) 229
Settlement at Stockbridge 312
Grave of Col. E. Williams supposed found 316
North Boundary of Deerfield 318
South Do. Of Shelburne 319
List of men at Fort Mass. When captured 6
Major Burk’s Letter from Lake George Sept. 111 1755,

Account of the battle 326
Do. Journal for Campaign 1755 329

Was in the Battle with Johnson and in the detachment
which buried the dead on the 10" of September,
Fort Dummer, Shirley’s account of 162

Laid in are further journal pages continuing the same numbering system. Also laid in are
poetical extracts relating to the battles, as well as one page removed from a different
journal.



